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SUBJECT: CPI-CONGRESS SCRAPPING AND SNARLING 

1 . THE INDIAN PRESS FOR THE LAST FEW WEEKS HAS BEEN FILLED 

WITH ACCUSATIONS AND COUNTER-ACCUSATIONS BETWEEN CPI LEADERS 
AND JOURNALS AND CONGRESS PARTY MEMBERS. TO A CONSIDERABLE 
DEGREE THIS HAS REVOLVED AROUND STRUGGLES GOING ON IN ORISSA 
AND WEST BENGAL OVER THE SURVIVAL OF THE CHIEF MINISTERS IN 
THESE TWO STATES, BUT ULTIMATELY IT GOES BACK TO THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S WARNING AT THE GAUHATI CONGRESS PARTY SESSION TO 
THE CPI NOT TO INTERFERE IN INTERNAL CONGRESS AFFAIRS. MRS. 
GANDHI SHOWS NO SIGNS OF SHIFTING HER TOUGH STANCE TOWARD THE 
GPI AND SEEMS READY TO JUNK THEIR SUPPORT COMPLETELY IF 
THEY PUSH HER TOO FAR. 

2. THE CPI ITSELF SINCE MID-NOVEMBER HAS TAKEN TO OPEN 
ATTACKS ON SANJAY GANDHI. AND CLEARLY SEES HIM AS ITS 
PRINCIPAL ENEMY. IN THE LAST FEW DAYS, SEVERAL CONGRESS 
MPS AND PERSONS CLOSE TO THE GANDHI HOUSEHOLD HAVE TOLD 
US THAT THE DECISION TO TAKE ON THE CPI IS THE MOST 
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POPULAR POLITICAL ACTION TAKEN SINCE THE EMERGENCY BEGAN 
AND IS BEING WIDELY WELCOMED AT DISTRICT CONGRESS LEVELS. 
PETITITIONS FROM OVER 40 CONGRESS MPS CRITICIZING THE CPI 
FOR "INTERFERING" IN CONGRESS AFFAIRS HAVE BEEN REPORTED 
IN THE PRESS SINCE THE WEKEND AND WE ARE TOLD OEVER A 
HUNDRED HAVE SIGNED THUS FAR. THE "LEFT" CONGRESS MPS 
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ARE ANNOYED AND ANGRY, SOME OF THE FUTHEST "LEFT" EVEN 
PRIVATELY COMPLAINING THAT THE PARTY IS BEING TAKEN TOWARD 
"FASCISM" AND CHARGING THAT THE YOUTH CONGRESS IS BEING 
FILLED UP WITH REFUGEES FROM THE RSS (TO SOME DEGREE TRUE). 

3. THE CPI ITSELF SEEMS DIVIDED AS TO WHAT TO DO, INCLUDING 
HOW FAR TO COOPERATE WITH THE CPM. IN WEST BENGAL, IT 
HAS ALLIED ITSELF WITH THOSE SUPPORTING CHIEF MINISTER RAY, 

INCLUDING THE CPM AND SEVERAL CONGRESS GROUPS WHICH HAVE 

IN THE PAST THEMSELVES BEEN BITTERLY ANTI-CPI. THE WEST BENGAL’S 
CPI NEWSPAPER IS STRIDENT IN ITS CRITICISM OF SANJAY. THE 
NATIONAL WEEKLY "NEW AGE” HAS FOLLOWED A SIMILAR LINE, EVEN 
INCLUDING IN ITS DECEMBER 12 ISSUE A THEORETICAL ARTICLE 
BY A CPI POLITBURO MEMBER WHICH CONTAINS THE ONLY EXPLICIT 
WARNING THAT THE PARTY MAY TURN TO ARMED STRUGGLE OF WHICH 
WER ARE AWARE IN RECENT YEARS-A THREAT THAT "TWISTS AND TURNS 
IN THE SITUATION MAY MAKE ARMED CIVIL WAR INEVITABLE." 

(WHILE THIS DOESN'T HAVE THE FORCE OF FORMAL PATY POLICY, 

THE LAST OFFICIAL CPI REFERENCE TO ARMED STRUGGLE OCCURRED 
IN 1958.) 

4. PARTY GENERAL SECY RAJESHWAR RAO ISSUED A CONFUSING 
PUBLIC STATEMENT DECEMBER 14 THAT THE CPI DID NOT WANT A 
CONFRONTATION WITH CONGRESS AND WOULD WORK FOR THE "FIVE- 
POINT PROGRAM." THIS WAS WIDELY INTERPRETED IN THE 

PRESS (AND PRODUCED CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES FROM SEVERAL 

CONGRESS MPS) AS MEANING A BENDING OF THE KNEE TO SANJAY 

GANDHI'S FIVE POINTS. RAO ISSUED A CORRECTION THE NEXT DAY THAT 

HE WAS TALKING ONLY OF THE CPI'S OWN COMPETING FIVE-POINT 

PROGRAM, AN OPERATIONAL AGENDA ANNOUNCED LAST WEEK FOR IMPLEMENT- 
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ING A NEW CPI APPEAL TO EXTEND THE PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM, 
NATIONALIZE WHOLESALE FOOD TRADE, GUARANTEE RENUMERATIVE PRICES 
FOR FARMERS, PROVIDE ADEQUATE BONUS FOR WORKERS AND PREVENT 
LOCKOUTS AND LAYOFFS, AND NATIONALIZE THE TEXTILE, JUTE AND SUGAR 
INDUSTRY. THE GENERAL STATE OF CPI-CONGRESS RELATIONS WILL CLEAR- 
LY BE THE CENTRAL THEME OF THE CPI CENTRAL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING SCHEDULE FOR EARLY JANUARY. 

5. IN ACTUAL FACT, ASIDE FROM WEST BENGAL, BIHAR, ORISSA, 

AND ISOLATED SPOTS IN A FEW OTHER STATES, THE CPI HAS LITTLE 
EFFECTIVE CADRE OR GRASS ROOTS STRENGTH WITH WHICH TO 
LAUNCH AN EFFECTIVE MOVEMENT AGAINST CONGRESS. IF IT 
GOES INTO OPPOSITION, THE COALITION GOVT IN KERALA WILL 
FALL, BUT CONGRESS AND OTHER ASSOCIATED PARTIES MAY WELL 
BE ABLE TO FORM ANOTHER GOVT WITHOUT CPI SUPPORT. IN 

ANY EVENT, AN OPEN ATTEMPT TO G INTO FULL OPPOSITION WOULD 
PLAY INTO THE HANDS OF THOSE NUMEROUS ELEMENTS IN THE CON- 
GRESS PARTY WHO ARE LOOKING FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO CRUSH 
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